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SUBJECT: CHILE-FRANCE RELATIONS 

REF: PARIS 13923 

IT IS A SMALL POINT, BUT EMBASSY WOULD NOT WISH TO SEE 
EX-PRESIDENT OF SUPREME COURT URRUTIA-MANZANO LEAVE THE 
SCENE UNDER UNJUST "HANGING JUDGE" LABEL OF FRENCH LEFTISTS. 
URRUTIA CAN BE FAULTED FOR PASSIVITY IN THAT HE, AND HIS 
COLLEAGUES, CHOSE NOT TO CHALLENGE MILITARY COURT JURISDICTION 
OVER TRIALS OF ALLENDE PARTISANS. IN ADDITION, HE IS KNOWN 
AS STRONG PUBLIC DEFENDER OF JUNTA, WHICH MAKES HIM UNPOPULAR 
WITH JUNTA ENEMIES. BUT FACT IS THAT CHILE S CELEBRATED 
TRIALS HAVE BEEN IN MILITARY, NOT CIVIL COURTS, AND HE HAS 
NOT PARTICIPATED IN THEM. 
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